A team—and a family—of 
adventurers, explorers and 
imaginauts, the Fantastic 


Four lead lives both ordinary—and 
extraordinary. As of today: 


For years, the small 
European nation of 
Latveria has been 


under the tyrannical rule of 
Victor Von Doom. Recently, 
in a climactic battle that left 
his face scarred, Reed 
banished Doom to Hell— 


Ay, 


—then appointed /,, | 
3) himself =) 
Latveria's new 4 A 
=W// 
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monarch and began 
systematically turning 
the populace against 
their former leader, making 
it impossible for Doom to ever 
reclaim his throne should he ever 
return. The longer Reed remains in 
power, however, the more dictatorial 
his own behavior becomes— 


—something that has not gone unnoticed 
by the United Nations—or their spokesman, 
Col. Nick Fury. 
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be merciful... 


Richards and his family have ea 
given us a chance to change Acivilized 
that. We will do better by society is 
you...and you, in turn, governed by its 
by others. conscience. So 
shall it be in New 
Latveria. 


} 
me 


How can we 
be otherwise? 
We are all 
accountable 


Theirentire SQ & s 

lives, our children " 

learned from their Was 
elders not to harm Oh ea 
rile SN ial of Te % 
punishment. We 

have taught you no [an Va . we 
grander motives. 
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Theu're advancing...? 
But they're terrified of 
Richards! He made sure 
they Knew his family 
defended us! 
Courage is in 
numbers, Sergea. 
Pick another 
direction. 


ee 


“4 = >» G on 
oe irae 


“South. And, =e 
Sergea, worst ‘ / 
OF all... \) » 
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The United ..With no 
states...? But acting ambassador. ‘ai 
Latveria is a Radio Free Europe \ 
member nation reports that we have 
the U.N consequently been deemed 
‘politically unstable” 
and targeted for 
invasion! 


By American- 
led Forces? I...1 
don't understand! 
Reed Richards is a 
beloved citizen 


of America... 


: --under the 
command of American \ 
General Lilysses Chapman, 
poised to liberate 
Latveria-- 


-_ 


..but not 
its self-appointed \\ 
representative. 

Not By yong 


y soyou're YF 
4 threatening 
\ me, Colonel 


No, Pr. 
Richards. 

I'm warnin’ 

you 'cause we've \< = 

Known each other 

since Latveria 

was three barns / 

and a well. 


Get out. Now. You understand |} 
the personal consequences 
to your family if you don't? _. 


Nick, tell the 
President to stand 
down. Remind him he owes me 
his trust a hundred times 
over. I have always served 
my government proudly. 


I'm not 
irresponsible 
enough to hand 
| Victor's arsenal over 
| to anyone. This is 
\ an independent 
operation. 


He's aware of that! pee aie, 
thirty-nine of our most powerful allies 
use that as evidence that your 
seizure of Latverian resources 
and weapons is a covert 
U.S. mission! 


And by ignoring 
our numerous 
attempts to contact 
you, you've backed 
America into a 
corner where 
to prove that-- 


no choice but © 
to drag you outta 
here, kickin' and 
screamin’ iF 
necessary! 


“a And then 
what? You station 


multinational 
soldiers in the 
streets? 


Nick, this 
isn't Iraq. Latveria 
is ahighly self-sufficient 
nation with no racial 
issues and a stable 
economy. 


could very easily 
put a worse 
government 


> : 
Yes, there's still 0 | 
to be done. I've only [> Still, with ee 
begun to dispose Sue and Johnny's 
of Voom's arsenal. help, I've already 
established a national 
trust for export revenue. 
Money is no longer being 
routed into Poom's 
personal coffers. 


Instead, it's 
going towards 
raining and selecting 
locals capable 
of internal 

leadership 


not your Allied powers 
call! are perfectly capable 
of organizing fair elections! 
Occupation helped democratize 
West Germany and Japan 
after World War Two-- 
=-and failed 
miserably in 
Cambodia 
and Haiti. 


Elections don't 
automatically produce 
4 democracy, Nick. Vladimir 
Putin was elected but 
rules Russia like 
an autocrat. 


Are you 
serious? 


( f Auer: deadline? 


nd I haven't seen 


Ben or Johnny since last 
| night! Where are they? 


>. least 
the citizens 
had some say! 
You don't think the 
citizens here look at you 
and wonder if they're 
being secretly 


annexed by 


Johnny? 
Ben? Reed, 
have you 
seen-- 


Oh! Hello, 
Nick. What 
brings you 

here? 


cc” 4 Sue, trust me. Neither of us 
has time for me to go over it § 
™ again. Ask your husband ( 
how he's played you 
by keeping you in the 
dark. Reed, you 
Know your deadline. 


Furyto ¥ 
Helicarrier. 
‘port me to 
the West 
troops. 
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They're being | 
disciplined. 


past 
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ree, so ya might. 
hafta guess. 
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Big brain 
here found us 
makin’ nice with th’ 
townies 'n' used 
Doom's robots 


| Es me in th’ 
back, ya jerk, 
do it to my 
face! 
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: That “NE 1 OB mS correct. Though 

| : , J \ j only Ben and Johnny 
Reed would Rae sawme, Lused Voombots 
_ never-- demas “Sz to break up a resistance 
= a meeting and gather up 

Py . the participants. 
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Too late. 
OF course, if 
you want to 

save the 

villagers... 


I've set 
them free so 
that the Doombots 
can make a public 
example of 
them. 


See? i 

{ toldja Reed's 

«~~ A got a screw 
“a loose! 


7 --concentrate 
on minimizing the 
casualties! 


Victor. 
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What's next, 
a stop sign? 
Aren't Voombots 
normally a little 
more formidable 
than this? 


"This one’s * 
not tough 
enough!" 


Hope 
everyone's 
wearing their 


Ain't you 
ever happu? 
Check it out, 


Don't stare 
directly at me, 
people! Know what 
the difference is 
pag gl me, 
and the sunt 
other lights the 
planet? 


Oger 
yo 
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So we 
wuz part 
of a show? 


That? Out 
there? Line! 


Over it! the plan was 


not to terrorize 
the hoi polloi! 


. They were 
, never in danger. 
i, \ | They had 
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Yeah, you! Mr. 
Doomtastic! 


We've already made tremendous 
progress overturning any lingering 
loyalty the Latverians had 

for Doom. 


Once word 
spreads that 
“/, = you saved them \ 
1¥4 from the last of Victor's 
Va rampaging enforcers, 
A that should cement 
A our popularitu. 
fi‘ Well done. 
That was 
the final asset 
left to be stripped 
from Doom: his 
subjects' 
allegiance. 


you're control! \ 
Where do you get 
off playing us? 


I thought The sides, Reed, are uS 

you Here on | vs. Boom, and we won. eienee 
my side. And since then... oH 

- well. Reed, what's 

I didn't want to gotten into 

admit it, but Ben was 

right yesterday. I can't 

tell if it's exhaustion 

or nerves or leftover 

rage, but, honeu... 


Then we'll find some 
other outlet for as 
anger. No more of This. 
You've gotten enough 
revenge on a dead man. 


Yes. 
Yes, you're 
right. 


Sue. Varling 
Sue. I adore 
you... 


Wait. Suzie said Nick 
Fury wuz here. Somethin’ 
about a tickin' 
clock... 


That wasn't 
Furu's first visit, 
actually. He's 
warned me 
before. 


...even though You 
when it came to = son oF 
protecting our children a-- 
from eee were N NN 
utterly useless. No... A | 
less than useless. SS — 
ie well. 
At least they | S 
have a father Ky wa 
they can 
count on. 


\ 


Don't waste 
your energy on 

me, Johnnu. You'll 
need it for 
the war. 
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Apparently, we're expected to 
leave Latveria by a certain time. If 
we fail to do so, an unprecedented 

alliance OF U.N. forces will N WW) 
begin a mass invasion ; ¥ wes7 . In about 
to oust us. \ Sis forty 
- — — = ‘ minutes. 


for passin’ 


that along! 
When is this 
deadline? 
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“ Wehave § 
to find Nick-- 
make him call 
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attack! 
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% ; Ben, if 4 
Nick owes 

‘ v4 7 --now's 
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the time to 
call them 
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had to drive you all away to eliminate 
the chance youd interfere, fope You 


and the others can forge me for ufet [ 
am about to do, 


behavior if T couff -~ 


time in my lite, words 


iE would explain my 


Lut for the only 


Something's 
=={ wrong with Reed's 


<=, mind! He needs 
< help! 


We can 
FIX this, but 
we need more }- you any! Susan, 
time! =. mu hands are 
tied. 


Then we 
go back. We're 
not abandoning 
Reed...! 


You have 
no choice in 
the matter. You 
just did. Sue, 
there i$ no 
going back. 


Trust me, 
though...you 
made the only 
decision you 
could have. 


Yes. Hear me 
out. This is what 
Reed was obviously 
keeping from you: 


Despite our repeated attempts 
to negotiate with him, he refuses-- 
in defiance of international law-- 
to deliver this country peaceably 


to the United Nations for a 
- greater good. 
‘s Consequently, he 
has willfully forced 
numerous armies to 
mobilize at a staggering 
financial cost, chief 
among them LS. 
Special Forces. 


As far as the American government is concerned, 
your unsupervised, unsanctioned activities in 
Latveria have branded you as agents of a 
foreign power. 
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--you will, 
like Dr. Richards, 
W4 be apprehended, charged 
4a With, and--I promise you-- 


sy Y --convicted 
of treason against 4 
7 the United states ; 
\ qf 


of America. 


‘Y Don't panic, Suzie. VW 

Reed, whaddaya We been through 
done...? rougher'n this, It's Jf 
gonna be awright-- 44 


@y10)|BE CONTINUED... 


